Junior High/Middle School Comparison & Contrast

Junior High School

Middle School

School Organization

Mini High School

Designed specifically to meet the needs
of 11-14 year olds.

Schedule

Schedule driven by 9th grade
requirements

4 teachers in 6th grade team/designed
for developmental/achievement needs of
young adolescents. Math and Language

Arts every day (like Elementary)

Teacher Organization

Individual Teachers/Teachers unaware
of other classes.

Teams of teachers working
collaboratively

Electives Cores and Electives = 50/50% Cores and Electives = 60/40%
Student Interventions QOutside of the school day Built into school day
Advocacy Built into school day Built into school day
Academics Content based Literacy and Numeracy-Math
and Language Arts everyday
Credit High School Credit No High School Credit

Similarities to elementary school for Boltz 6th graders

1) Relationships with small number of teachers (teams)

2) Longer blocks of time scheduled for Language Arts, Math, Social Studies and Science

3) Music/PE/Art required

4) Closed campus

5) Halls and grounds are highly supervised

6) Security - access through the front door only

7) No Language Arts Pre-AP track for 6th graders (District wide policy) - 7th and 8th Pre-AP only

What's new or different in middle school

1) Lockers (Hall/Band/Orchestra/PE)

2) PIV to check grades

3) Instrumental music offered

4) More food selections offered during lunch

5) Hours of the school day : 7:45 - 2:35

6) Boltz planner

7) Athletics at 7th and 8th grade (There is currently a committee reviewing athletic offerings for 6th Grade)

8) Exploratory Classes and Remediation Opportunities built into the day
- World Languages, Tech, Computer, Drama, Study Skills, Discovery
- Guided Study (adult advocacy, remediation opportunity)

9) Security cameras throughout the building

10) On-site School Resource Officer

11) Possible use of Larimer County/FCPD Drug Detection Dogs

Important Contacts: General questions - Terri Stutzman, Office Manager 472-3712
Volunteer Coordinator - Nancy Myers 204-6980
Counseling Office - Donna Kirby, Receptionist 472-3700



Boltz Middle School Parent Info Night
Monday, Dec. 15th

Agenda:
1) Welcome and Introductions (Dana Calkins, Principal)

Purpose of Info Night:

ePreparing for change

e\Welcome parents into the building

eDiscuss changes

eAnswer sessions (notecard questions)

eTalk about the philosophical shift from Junior High to Middle School

2) 14 Characteristics of a Middle School - What we are working toward (Dana Calkins)

3) 6th Grade Elementary versus 6th Grade Middle School - similarities/differences (Lisa McVicker)
4) What's new or different in Middle School? (Lisa McVicker)

5) Answer Session (Counselors and WEB Leaders)

6) WEB students will now lead mini-tours of the building for interested parents

Upcoming Events:
School Improvement Team Meeting - Jan. 8th, 2009 @ 7 p.m.
Boltz Community Winter Festival - Jan. 16, 2009 @ 6 p.m.
Open House and Curriculum Info Night at Boltz - Jan. 27, 2009 @ 6:30 p.m.
Secondary School of Choice Deadline - Jan. 30, 2009
Pre-registration dates
Feb. 13th - Presentations from High Schools to our 8th and 9th graders
Feb. 17th - Registration at Kruse
Feb. 18th - Regstration at Shepardson and O'Dea
Feb. 19th - Registration at Linton
Feb. 20th - Registration at Harris and Beattie (tentative)
Feb. 24th - Collection of registration materials for 8th and 9th graders
Feb. 25th - Boltz Parent Information Night (current 5th/6th/7th graders), 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Feb. 27th - Registration packets due back to elementary teachers for current 5th and 6th graders
April 24th - 5th Graders visit Boltz
May 1st - 6th Graders visit Boltz

Middle School Student/Parent Considerations and Discussion Topics

eHow will your student come and go to school safely? (walk, bike, skate, car, city bus, school bus)
e Traffic flow/pattern/drop-off

eBuilding Safety - Visitor sign-in, front office procedures

oCell phones (texting, pictures, internet access)

eExtra-curricular activities

eParent involvement (SIT, volunteering at school and for events)

eDress Code

eAttendance



