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Jazz Band I Syllabus 
All right, cats.  here's the syllabus; 

Know your Parts!!!  Listen to Jazz!!!  Listen to Jazz!!!  Listen to more Jazz!!! Play it like you mean it!! 

and the ever popular, yet somehow... philosophic......SUCK LESS!!! 

Seriously,  we're going to play some great stuff, that you'll dig, I'll dig and the audience will completely dig!! Much of it
 will be pretty challenging, and you're the only person playing your part, so please, for all our  

sakes, GET IT DOWN! 

 

Playing Tests; We're going to do this differently this year.  Everybody will play the All-State Jazz Audition at the end 
of the 1st Quarter (no improvising required).  You'll do your choice of one of 4 Charlie Parker transcriptions in your           
handbook at the end of 1st semester.  Third Quarter you'll do one of the Transcriptions of somebody on your instrument.    
You can use one of the 5-6 I've provided in your handbook, or you can find one on your own.  

These are all here in your handbook.  Also in your handbook are; 

• Chord Outlining Excercises (we'll warm-up with these each rehearsal) 

• An essay/explanation of how your section works together, and some helpful hints on Jazz Band playing 

• A Jazz Theory overview 

The rest of the packet is intended for you aspiring improvisors. 

• A 'Scale Supplement' to your 'Chord Outlining Excercises' 

• A Chord 'Dictionary'', all related to the key of 'C' 

• Chords and Complementary Scales for improvising 

• Some helpful hints on Practicing Jazz 

• How to Transcribe 

• Recommended Listening (for all you cats!) 


